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Appendix of the Regulations of the Research Ethics Compliance Committee of Kaunas Faculty of Vilnius University

(Application form)

KAUNAS FACULTY OF VILNIUS UNIVERSITY
(name of the academic department)
(title of position, first name and surname)


To the Research Ethics Compliance Committee
of Kaunas Faculty of Vilnius University

APPLICATION
__________________, 202_



I. General information about scientific research

	1. Title of scientific research (hereinafter the ‘Research’):




	2. Principal investigator (please provide contact details) and investigators:
(Please indicate the workplace and contact details of the principal investigator and the workplaces of all other investigators of the research team.) 



	3. Source(s) of funding and/or commissioning body(ies):




	4. Research aim and objectives:




	5. Start and end dates, stages and deadlines for the implementation of the research:




	6. Planned dissemination of research results:




	I confirm that the scientific methods, technical and software equipment, and other tools used in the research will be used legally, respecting the copyrights of their creators.

I confirm ☐


II. Study participants, their selection methods and procedures

	1. What data collection and analysis methods will be used? What data collection and analysis procedures will be applied? Where will the data be collected?
If you anticipate that ethical dilemmas and/or risks may arise in the course of data collection and/or analysis, briefly describe them and indicate the anticipated means and measures of resolving/eliminating them.





2. Will vulnerable persons be involved in the research[footnoteRef:2]?  [2:  (Socially) vulnerable persons are understood as defined in the following sources: Republic of Lithuania Law on Ethics on Biomedical Research art. 6 and the Order of the Minister of Social Security and Labour of the Republic of Lithuania on the Approval of the 2020–2023 Action Plan for Increasing Social Coverage art. 2.1.] 

Vulnerable persons are those whose consent to participate in this research may be influenced by external circumstances or who are partially or totally unable to defend their interests or consciously express informed consent.
- Persons who, because of a medical condition, cannot be considered able to assess their own interests properly	☐ Yes	☐ No
- Persons under 18 years of age       	☐ Yes	☐ No
- Students, if their participation in the research is related to their studies      	☐ Yes	☐ No
- People living in social care institutions    	☐ Yes	☐ No
- Soldiers during their active military service	☐ Yes	☐ No
- Staff members under the authority of the investigator in the establishments where the research is carried out	☐ Yes	☐ No  
[bookmark: _Hlk195792591]- People in prisons or other places of detention                                	☐ Yes	☐ No
- Persons subordinate to the investigator	☐ Yes	☐ No
- Other vulnerable persons or groups (please specify)	☐ Yes	☐ No 

	[bookmark: part_6e808dbaf4f447c787d4e9719215e13d]3. What methods and procedures will be used to select research participants, and how?
If you anticipate that ethical dilemmas and/or risks may arise during the selection of research participants, briefly describe them and indicate the anticipated means and measures for resolving/eliminating them and how this will be implemented.



	4. Can the research cause discomfort and/or physical and/or psychological harm (e.g., pain, psychological trauma, depression, insomnia, etc.) to the research participants that would exceed what they experience in their daily lives? 
☐ Yes  ☐ No
If “yes”, please briefly describe the anticipated discomfort and/or damage, and indicate the planned means and measures for resolving/eliminating them and how this will be implemented.



	5. Will the participation in the research be voluntary?
☐ Yes  ☐ No
If “yes”, please briefly describe and explain how this will be implemented.
If “no”, please explain why voluntary participation in the research is not possible.



	6. Will the participation in the research be based on informed consent?
☐ Yes  ☐ No
If “yes”, please briefly describe and explain how this will be implemented. Please attach the informed consent form to your application.
If “no”, please explain why it is not possible to base the participation in the research on informed consent.



	7. Will the research participants be informed that they can withdraw from the research at any time without suffering any negative consequences? 
☐ Yes  ☐ No
If “yes”, please briefly describe and explain how this will be implemented.
If “no”, please explain why it is not possible to inform research participants that they can withdraw from the research at any time without any consequences.



	8. Will the research participants have the opportunity to request the withdrawal of their data from the research?
☐ Yes  ☐ No
If “yes”, please briefly describe and explain how this will be implemented.
If “no”, please explain why research participants cannot request that their data be withdrawn from the research.



	9. Will the research participants be given the opportunity to discuss any aspect of the research in which they are participating or have participated with the investigator(s), both during and after the research?
☐ Yes  ☐ No
If “yes”, please briefly describe and explain how this will be implemented.
If “no”, please explain why it is not possible to allow the research participants to discuss specific aspects of the research with the investigator(s). 



	10. Does the research methodology envisage providing research participants with incomplete or actively deceiving information about the research?
☐ Yes  ☐ No
If “yes”, please explain why it is not possible to provide participants with complete and accurate information about the study.



	11. Will the research involve the collection and/or use of personal data, including video recordings, photographs, or other data that could identify a specific individual?
☐ Yes  ☐ No
If “yes”, please specify what personal data will be collected and attach a Personal Data Management Plan (PDMP)[footnoteRef:3] to the Application. [3:  VU information on DMP can be found here.] 

If a personal data protection assessment (PDPA) is required, it must be carried out and attached to this application, along with an order from the Rector of Vilnius University authorising persons to process personal data for scientific research purposes.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  VU information on the processing of personal data can be found here. ] 




	12. Is it planned to compensate or reward the participants for their participation in the research?
☐ Yes  ☐ No
If “yes”, please briefly describe and explain how this will be implemented.





	Please confirm that the research will be conducted in accordance with this application and the legislation governing compliance with research ethics.
(Relevant legislation is published on the Faculty's website.)
I confirm ☐



APPENDICES:
(Only the relevant documents listed below shall be submitted for assessment)
1. Informed consent form.
2. An invitation form to participate voluntarily in the study.
3. Request to the head of the organisation to conduct the research within the organisation.
4. Data collection instrument.
5. Personal data management plan.
6. Permission to conduct research from the Lithuanian Bioethics Committee/Vilnius Regional Biomedical Research Ethics Committee/Kaunas Regional Biomedical Research Ethics Committee (including permit additions, if any).
7. Permission to conduct research from the State Food and Veterinary Service.


	_____________________________________
	_____________________________

	(investigator's name, surname, position)
	(signature)



